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History of Standards and 
Guidelines 

• Standards are the foundation of educational 
reform approaches and were introduced in the 
first set of national education goals that were 
developed (Jennings, 1995; Porter, 1994).  

• Mississippi adopted Early Learning Standards and 
Guidelines in 1999 and has since been revised in 
2007.  

• Now separate documents, the 2013 version of the 
Early Learning Standards and the 2015 version of 
the Early Learning Guidelines are the most recent. 
 

 



MS Early Learning Standard 

• Speaking and Listening 
– “With guidance and support, participate in 

small-group as well as large-group shared 
conversations about pre-kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults.”(MS ELS 
for 4 year olds) 



MS Early Learning Guideline 

• Parent Participation 
– Required Handbook: “Each pre-

kindergarten program shall develop and 
distribute a parent handbook that addresses 
the program philosophy, goals, and specific 
information unique to the program (e.g. 
curriculum, credentials, and assessments.)” 
(MS ELG) 



Study Purpose 
• Very little research has been conducted that 

documents how the standards are being used to 
guide the development of young children (Kagan, 
Castillo, Gomez, & Gowani, 2013).  

• In Mississippi, Early Learning Standards and 
Guidelines are supposed to be used in all public pre-
kindergarten classrooms. Their use is encouraged, 
but voluntary for other childcare providers. 

• This study sought to identify the characteristics of 
providers and the demographics of use as they relate 
to choices in Early Learning Standards and 
Guidelines implementation 



Theoretical Framework 
• Our view is that early childhood 

professionals choices on use of early 
learning standards and guidelines is 
worthy of study is based primarily on 
Vygotsky’s theories on scaffolding (Berk 
& Winsler, 1995) and the most recent 
work on developmentally appropriate 
practice (Bredekamp & Copple, 2009) 



Research Questions 
1. Is there a relationship between childcare centers reporting 

various types of collaboration with local school districts and their 
awareness and/or use of the Early Learning Standards and 
Guidelines? 

2. What are the self-reported reasons that providers choose not to 
use the Early Learning Standards and Guidelines? 

3. What role, does region play in the reported use of the Early 
Learning Standards and Guidelines? 



Methods 
• Participants 

– Target population of roughly 1600 licensed 
childcare providers in the state. 

– 635 owners/directors completed the survey 
• Survey 

– 39 questions, 6 sections 
– Pilot study was conducted with a group of provider 

to test the validity of the instrument 
• Data Collection 

– July and August 2015 



General Characteristics 



General Characteristics 
N PERCENT 

Childcare Center Size (N=584) 
Less than 19 84 14.3% 
20-49 202 34.4% 
50-99 203 34.5% 
100-199 86 14.6% 
200 + 9 2.2% 

Staff Members at Centers (N=621) 
Less than 5 200 32.5% 
5-10 232 37.7 
11-20 122 19.8 
20 + 67 9.9% 

Childcare Center Profile (N=622) 
Early Head Start/Head Start 53 8.5% 
Public Pre-K 58 9.3% 
Private, For Profit 263 42.3% 
Private, Not for Profit 210 33.8% 
Other 38 6.0% 



Use of Early Learning Standards 
and Guidelines 

82% 

18% 

Yes we use No we do not 



Research Question 1 
• Is there a relationship between childcare centers 

reporting various types of collaboration with local 
school districts and their awareness and/or use of the 
Early Learning Standards and Guidelines? 

Providers who  Use ELS 

Collaborate with their local school district  84.9% 

Do not collaborate with their local school 
district 75.8% 



Research Question 2 
• What are the self-reported reasons that providers 

choose not to use the Early Learning Standards and 
Guidelines? 

8% 

13% 

15% 

19% 

44% 

62% 

Problems with Technical Assistance 

Too Expensive to Implement 

Lack of Access 

Lack of Training 

Other 

Not Required 
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Perceived Usefulness of Early 
Learning Standards and 

Guidelines 

63% 

33% 

4% 

Very Useful Somewhat Useful Not Very Useful 

96% of providers using the standards and guidelines find them 
useful, with the majority finding them very useful.  



Research Question 3 
• What role, does region play in the reported use of the Early 

Learning Standards and Guidelines? 

 MSDH Region  Not Using 
Standards & 
Guidelines 

Providers 
Responding  

Percentage of 
Non-Use 

Region 1- Northwest 9 46 19.6% 
Region 2-Northeast 8 68 11.8% 
Region 3-Delta/Hills 4 50 8.0% 
Region 4-East 7 48 14.6% 
Region 5-West Central 33 148 22.3% 
Region 6-East Central 9 40 22.5% 
Region 7-Southwest 4 22 18.2% 
Region 8-Southeast 7 46 15.2% 
Region 9-Coastal/Plains 13 69 18.8% 
Statewide, 18% of providers not using the standards and guidelines 



Limitations 

• Surveys are self-report instruments 
• Although efforts were made to assure 

providers anonymity, it is possible some 
providers gave the most favorable 
response. This would bias the number of 
positive responses.  



Conclusion 
• There is a statistically significant 

relationship between collaboration of 
childcare providers and local school 
districts and whether or not childcare 
providers are using the Early Learning 
Standards and Guidelines.  

• Providers that collaborate are more likely 
to use the standards and guidelines 



Conclusion 

• The primary reasons providers are not 
using the standards is because it is 
voluntary in nature.  

• They do not see the necessity. 



Conclusion 

• There do appear to be differences in 
usage based on region, but the reasons 
behind this are still unknown.  



Recommendations 
• Efforts should be made to further increase the 

usage of the ELS & G statewide. Current users 
overwhelmingly rate them as useful. 

• Additional pathways should be explored to 
bring local school districts and private providers 
into strong collaborative efforts. This alignment 
will support school readiness. 

• Additional research should be conducted to 
examine why, based on this study, some regions 
appear to be adopting the ELS & G more than 
others.  



References 
• Berk, L., & Winsler, A. (1995). Scaffolding children’s learning: Vygotsky and early 

childhood education (Vol. 7). Washington: National Association for the Education 
of Young Children 

• Bredekamp, S., & Copple. C. (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early 
childhood programs serving children from birth through age 8. Washington: 
National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

• Jennings, J. F. (1995). School reform based on What is Taught and Learned. The Phi 
Delta Kappan, 76(10), 765-769. 

• Kagan, S. L., Castillo, E., Gomez, R. E., & Gowani, S. (2013). Understanding and 
using early learning standards for young children globally. International Journal of 
Child Care and Education Policy, 7(2), 53-66 

• Porter, A. C. (1994). National standards and school improvement in the 1990s: 
Issues and promise. American Journal of Education, 102(4), 421-449. 



QUESTIONS???? 
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