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ABSTRACT 

House Bill 999 was passed during the 2011 legislative session and represents the 

state of Mississippi’s first attempt to require the teaching of sex education and STD/HIV 

prevention in Mississippi schools.  First implemented during the 2012-2013 school year, 

HB999 allows school districts to choose between “abstinence-only” and “abstinence-

plus” approaches to adopting sex education curricula.  Our goal in this paper is to provide 

an initial glimpse into the early impacts of HB999.    

Our approach will be to examine variations in teen pregnancy and STD/HIV rates 

across both type of sex education curriculum and in terms of pre/post implementation of 

HB999.  We employ multivariate analysis to control for other factors related to teen 

sexual health, as well as variations in the level of program “opt in” across school districts.  

In addition to discrete categorical analyses based on abstinence-only or abstinence-plus 

curriculum, we will also examine school district program adoption strategies in an 

attempt to create an index measuring each district’s commitment to comprehensive sex 

education.  Our hope is that this will give us additional leverage in understanding how 

variation in school district approaches to implementing HB999 impact the sexual health 

of Mississippi teens.  While we have no specific policy recommendations at this time, our 

expectation is that these analyses will be beneficial to policymakers as they continue to 

wrestle with the challenges related to teen sexual health and sex education policy in 

Mississippi. 



Our analyses will employ county level data for teen pregnancy and STD/HIV 

prevalence (Mississippi State Department of Health) as well as district-level data on 

program implementation (teenhealthms.org). Depending on data availability (the release 

of 2015 YRBS), we will also examine the impact of HB999 on the sexual behavior of 

Mississippi youth (e.g.: age of onset of sexual activity, percent sexually active, condom 

use).   

 

 

 


