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Students and Faculty Honored at 23rd Annual 

Higher Education Appreciation Day  

Working for Academic Excellence  

On Tuesday, February 24, 2010, the Mississippi Legislature, along with 

the Mississippi Association of Colleges, recognized 70 outstanding  

students and  faculty members from 35 Mississippi public and private 

universities and colleges during the 23rd Annual Higher Education  

Appreciation DayðWorking  for Academic Excellence (HEADWAE)  

program.  

 

HEADWAE was established in 1988 by legislative resolution to honor 

individual academic achievement and the overall contribution of the 

stateôs public and private institutions of higher learning. 

 

Honorees and guests were welcomed to the Capitol by Lt. Governor 

Phil Bryant, chair of HEADWAE, and Ms. Gloria Miller, coordinator 

of HEADWAE and IHL coordinator of student affairs and P-16         

initiatives. As part of the activities, the honorees were recognized in 

both chambers, visited the state Capitol, and attended the HEADWAE 

awards luncheon hosted at the downtown Jackson Convention Center. 

 

Lt.  Governor Bryant served as the Master of Ceremonies, and        

Commissioner of Higher Education Dr. Hank M. Bounds was the    

keynote luncheon speaker.  Dr. Bounds challenged the honorees to              

continue their education to meet the future demands of a global society.  

ñAll of the honorees are to be commended for their academic               

excellence and service to their universities and colleges and  

communities,ò said Dr. Bounds.  Lt. Governor Bryant added, ñThese honorees, through their personal 

and academic achievements, demonstrate that a quality education can be found right here in 

Mississippiôs colleges and universities.ò 

 

Corporate sponsors were presented plaques and recognized for their continued contributions and support 

of HEADWAE.  This yearôs corporate sponsors included:  Atmos Energy, Jackson; AT&T, Jackson; 

BancorpSouth, Tupelo; BankPlus, Jackson; Chevron, Pascagoula; Entergy, Jackson, JBHM Education 

Group, Jackson; Mississippi Power Company, Gulfport; Mississippi National Guard, Jackson; Northrop 

Grumman Ship Systems, Pascagoula; Sanderson Farms, Laurel; South Mississippi Electric, Hattiesburg; 

Trustmark Bank, Jackson; and Valley Services, Inc., Flowood. 

 

Apple awards were presented to the honorees by their respective institutional executive officer or              

university  representative. 
 

 

 

 

Commissioner of Higher 

Education Dr. Hank M. Bounds 

was the keynote luncheon 

speaker for HEADWAE. 



 

 HEADWAE Steering Committee (seated left to right):  

Lt. Governor Phil Bryant; chair of HEADWAE; Gloria 

Miller, coordinator of HEADWAE and IHL coordinator 

of student affairs and P-16 initiatives; Dr. Hank M. 

Bounds, Commissioner of Higher Education.  (Standing 

left to right): Mick Bullock, director of communications,  

Lt. Governorôs office; Jim Southward, director of  

affiliated activities, State Board for Community and 

Junior Colleges; Dr. Al Rankins, IHL interim assistant 

commissioner of student and academic affairs and  

secretary/treasurer, Mississippi Association of Colleges; 

and Dr. Eric Clark, executive director, State Board          

for Community and  Junior Colleges. 

Special thanks to the 2010  

Corporate Sponsors 

Lt. Governor Phil Bryant welcomes honorees to the 

Mississippi State Capitol. 

Lt. Governor Phil Bryant presents plaque of  

appreciation to Ms. Robin Robinson, director of 

organization development and communications for 

corporate sponsor, Sanderson Farms, and  

IHL board member. 

Representative Kelvin Buck, Universities and Colleges 

vice-chair, welcomes honorees to the State Capitol. 


